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The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
February 8, 2007

Services: 8:15 & 11:00 a.m. Divine Service

Lutheran Service Book (lsb), page 184

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
a congregation of 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod

the Lutheran Student Fellowship at Stanford University

a member of Peninsula Asian Mission Society
1295 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto, CA  94301-3347

Telephone: 650-853-1295

www.paword.com
Christ Hath Appeared Unto Us

Let the people offer prayer upon entering their pews, kneeling or bowing down.

In the Lord’s Name we greet you, praying that the Holy Spirit would bless your hearing of God’s Word with a lively trust in Him who died and rose for you, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Use the time prior to the service for silent preparation for worship.

· Visitors, consider prayerfully Trinity’s Confession of the Lord’s Supper on the pink bulletin insert.

· See front inside cover of LSB for prayers before and after the service, and before and after receiving the Sacrament.

· For self-examination before the service, consider the Christian Questions, pages 329, 330 in LSB.

· Prepare for the Liturgy by marking the pages and the hymns, reviewing the order of Service, and praying the Collect for the Day.

Please leave a record of your visit either in our guest book near the main door or on the guest side of the pink slip in your service folder.

Service Notes

The enemy sowed tares among the Son of Man’s good wheat. The sons of the wicked one and the sons of the kingdom coexist in the field of the world. (Matthew 13:24–43) In order that His own might not be uprooted and destroyed, the Lord delays the judgment of the wicked until the time of harvest. Even for the sake of ten righteous all of Sodom would have been spared. (Genesis 18:20–33) But in the end the harvest will come. On the Last Day, the angels will separate out the tares from the wheat. The wicked will be cast into the furnace of fire, but the righteous in Christ will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Therefore, those in whom the word of Christ dwells richly (Colossians 3:12–17) do not fret because of evildoers. For their salvation is from the Lord; He is their strength in time of trouble. (Introit)
Green, denoting growth in Christ, is the color for the season of Epiphany.

Language of the Faith

The Kingdom of Heaven: Often mistaken as being a place up above the clouds, the kingdom of heaven is where Christ reigns, bringing life and salvation. All who believe in Christ have been made members of His kingdom. God’s kingdom comes to us in His Word and sacraments, where the Holy Spirit gives us the benefits of Christ’s death and resurrection. All believers anticipate the day when the kingdom of heaven will be made visible; Christ will come again in glory and the evil one and his work will be destroyed.
Divine Service, Setting Three

LSB, page 184
Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation


The Church looks forward to life in the new Jerusalem.

LSB 675, “Oh, What Their Joy”

Service of the Word

Introit, Psalm 37

Only the Lord gives what is imperishable.
He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, and your justice as the noonday. The Lord knows the days of the blameless, and their heritage will remain forever. Fret not yourself because of evildoers, Be not envious of wrongdoers! For they will soon fade like the grass and wither like the green herb. For the evildoers will be cut off, but those who wait for the Lord shall inherit the land. The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; He is their stronghold in the time of trouble.
Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis 
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Salutation & Collect for the Day
page 189

We pray that God would defend and guard us against the invading, choking growth of the tares, for separation will not take place until the harvest.

O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, relying on the hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Old Testament Reading, Genesis 18:20-33


Abraham intercedes on behalf of Sodom and Gomorrah.

    20Then the Lord said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, 21I will go down to see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to Me. And if not, I will know.” 

    22So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the Lord. 23Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will You indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will You then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 25Far be it from You to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26And the Lord said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare the whole place for their sake.” 

    27Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And He said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 29Again he spoke to Him and said, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 30Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31He said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 32Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak again but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 33And the Lord went His way, when He had finished speaking to Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place. 

Gradual, Psalm 102

When Christ returns all nations will fear Him.
Nations will fear the name of the Lord, and all the kings of the earth will fear Your glory. For the Lord builds up Zion; He appears in His glory.
Epistle, Colossians 3:12-17


The Word of Christ guides the lives of Christians.

    12Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 

Alleluia & Verse, Psalm 97

Even the nations ought to rejoice with the Church that the Lord reigns supreme.

The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad!
Holy Gospel, Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43


In the form of a parable Christ here discusses the presence of evil in the world and the ultimate fate of both the righteous and the wicked.

    24He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 28 He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’”
    36Then He left the crowds and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The field is the world, and the good seed is the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the age. 41The Son of Man will send His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.” 







(ESV)
Nicene Creed
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Sermon Hymn

We do not know where the seed will fall, but we share our faith, allowing God to work as He wills.

LSB 586, “Preach You the Word”

The Sermon
Offertory
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Offering

The Prayer of the Church

P
Lord in Your Mercy,
C
Hear our prayer.
Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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The Proper Preface for Epiphany


The Church praises the Father who reveals His glory in His Son, who bestows forgiveness in His body and blood.

For what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being fond in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory.

Sanctus
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Lord’s Prayer
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Words of Our Lord


page 197

Pax Domini 

Agnus Dei
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Distribution
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Distribution Hymns

God’s Word brings people into His kingdom and keeps them from the evil one.

LSB 651, “I Love Your Kingdom, Lord”


LSB 577, “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”

Nunc Dimittis



page 199

Thanksgiving
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Salutation & Benedicamus
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Benediction
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Pastor: The Rev. Stewart D. Crown

Vicar: Mr. David Solum 

Deacons: Vicar Solum & Steve Cwirla

Organist: Marilyn Taddey

Choir Director: Sally Winterstein

Choir Accompanist: Steve Winterstein

Altar flowers today are offered by

· Trinity’s Altar Guild
About the Cover

The Good Farmer by William Blake
http://www.tate.org.uk/servlet/ViewWork?cgroupid=999999961&workid=1137&tabview=image

Accessed February 6, 2009
God’s Stewards. God’s stewards live with an awareness of the present and future, of time and eternity. “This Biblical stewardship principle reminds us of the truth that we live intentionally in the light of God’s eternal purpose while being firmly committed to His rule in the here and now. Our loving Heavenly Father pours out His blessings upon us with the intent that we use them in a way which fits in with His purposes. This principle encourages us to practice good planning for the present as well as the future remembering that what we do as Christians does have lasting benefits.”
Missions. Good news from Bob and Sue Pfeil in Kyrgyzstan. Bob Rosin and the two of us were invited on a recent Sunday to Kara Balta by Pastor Erkin. He and members of his congregation have been working with a small orphanage not too far from the church, and six of the 14 children who live there were going to baptized. Included also was a baby from the congregation. Pastor Bob had the privilege of helping with the baptisms and the blessing of the children. The assistant director of Orphanage Charlotte was present and very happy for this to happen for the children. She told me that it is so important for the kids to know about Jesus to help them in their lives and others that they will have contact with throughout their lives. There is another girl, Anna, who will be baptized when she gets out of the hospital, where she is getting treatment for a kidney problem.
An Evening of Jazz and Wine benefitting Lutheran Social Services of Northern California, Saturday, February 14, at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 12770 Saratoga Ave, Saratoga. Featuring the Jim Franz/Jan Nichols Quintet live in concert, mass jazz and clergy choirs, a silent auction & a raffle! 4:00 p.m. is Food, Wine & Silent Auction; 4:45 p.m. Live Jazz Concert; Raffle & Auction winners will be announced. Tickets, $40 each, can be ordered by phone: 925-825-1060 x17 or email shill@lssnorcal.org or mail your ticket order to Lutheran Social Services, 988 Oak Grove Rd., Concord, CA 94518. Find out more at www.lssnorcal.org 
LWML Annual Morning of Prayer: Women of Zone 8 come join us for a morning of devotion, prayer, praise & song. Saturday, Feb. 21, 9:30 a.m. at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 4400 Cabrillo Hwy, Pacifica with The Rev. Daniel Kistler, Worship Leader. For more info, contact Judy Korte, Zone 8 President, at 650-992-4966 or aprilfool1@astound.net

Altar flowers: Express your thanksgiving to the Lord for His good gifts of marriage, family, vocation, etc. with flowers for the services. Sign the chart in the narthex for the date, and call Cynthia for the bulletin announcement.

Coffee Hour: There are many opportunities to host the Coffee Hour; if you which to host please sign up on the chart in the Parish Hall or see Norma Hesterman. The Church Council will reimburse you up to $25.00. Submit receipt to Burt Endsley.

Ash Wednesday & Lenten Weekday Services: Ash Wednesday is February 25 with services at Noon & 7:00 p.m. Lenten weekday services will be held at Noon & 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 25 & April 1. A Soup Lunch will follow the Noon service &, at 6:00 p.m., a Soup Supper will precede the 7:00 p.m. (No soup lunch or supper on Ash Wednesday)
Stewardship of the Word: Sun (8:15) 28; (11:00) 64; Bible Class: (Sun) 25; (Wed) 8
The Priesthood Hears





“Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.”                 (Colossians 3:16)
The Week of the Fifth Sunday after Epiphany: February 8 – February 14

MATINS
VESPERS
Sun
Psalm 20
Job 5:1-27
Psalm 86
John 2:13-25
Mon
Psalm 63
Job 6:1-13
Psalm 129
John 3:1-21
Tue
Psalm 64
Job 6: 14-30
Psalm 130
John 3:22—4:6
Wed
Psalm 65
Job 7:1-21
Psalm 131
John 4:7-26
Thu
Psalm 66
Job 8:1-22
Psalm 132
John 4:27-45
Fri
Psalm 67
Job 9:1-35
Psalm 133
John 4:46-54
Sat
Psalm 119:1-16
Job 10:1-22
Psalm 135
John 5:1-18
Announcements

February 8, 2009
No LSF Board of Campus Ministry Meeting – rescheduled for 2/15
Sun
2/8
7:30 p.m.
LSF Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)
Tue
2/10
7:30 p.m.
Church Council Meeting

Wed
2/11
No Bible Class
Thu
2/12
4:45 p.m.
Children’s Choir



7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir

Sun
2/15
8:15 a.m.
Divine Service - 6th Sunday after Epiphany



   Exodus 15:1-13; Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 14:22-33



11:00 a.m.
Service of Prayer and Preaching 


12:30 p.m.
Board of Campus Ministry meeting
Tue
2/17
7:30 p.m.
Board of Missions & Evangelism Meeting

Wed
2/18
10:00 a.m.
Bible Class: Council of Constantinople
Thu
2/19
4:45 p.m.
Children’s Choir



7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir

Sat
2/21
9:30 a.m.
Zone 8 LWML Annual Woman’s Day of Prayer at Our 




Savior’s Lutheran Church, Pacifica
Wed
2/25
10:00 a.m.
Bible Class: Council of Constantinople


12 & 7 p.m.
Ash Wednesday Imposition of ashes
Thu
2/26
4:45 p.m.
Children’s Choir



7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir

